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 What is  ? 

 

• Pearson company 

 

• One of UK’s largest awarding body 

 

• Offering International GCSE qualifications to more than 55 countries worldwide.  

 

• Available in more than 40 subjects and are equivalent to UK GCSEs.  

 

 International GCSE 

 

• INTERNATIONAL GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION. 

 

• Two year programme for students between the ages of 14-16 

  

• Examinations are externally marked and internationally recognised certificate is issued. 

 

• Examinations are available  twice a year (May and December) 

 

• Grading starts from 9 to 1 (Except for foundation tier like Mathematics where grading starts from 5 

to 1). (A new 9-1 grading scale introduced instead of A* -G from 2017)  

  

• Students must choose at least 8 subjects.  

 

• For more information, please visit the website at  http://qualifications.pearson.com 

 

 

Why do I have to choose IGCSE? 

 

• Each IGCSE subject has internationally set syllabi and examinations from Edexcel. 

• It is designed to strengthen student’s abilities and interests. 

• Most of the students at 14 do not know what career they are going to choose.  Studying a broad 

range of IGCSE subjects will add flexibility in finalizing their career. 

• IGCSE certificates are internationally accepted and are the gateway to IB, AS, A Level or other 

higher studies. 

 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/
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SHGS offers the following IGCSE subjects. 

 

 

1. Compulsory IGCSE subjects  

 

 

• English Literature A   (Subject code: 4ET1) & English Language A (Subject code: 4EA1) OR 

English language B- (4EB1) 

• Mathematics A Foundatiob (Subject code: 4MA1 (F) or Mathematics A Higher 4MA1(H) 

• Science Double Award (Physics, Chemistry, Biology)  (Subject code: (4SD0) 

• Arabic First Language (Subject code: 4AA1) 

• ICT (Information Communication Technology-Subject code: 4IT1):External Exam not available 

 

 

2. Optional subjects – IGCSE (Choose any one from each option) 

 

Option A 

 

• History  (Subject code: HI1) 

• Geography  (Subject code: 4GE1) 

• Global Citizenship (Subject code: 4GL1) 

Option B 

 

• Business Studies (Subject code: 4BS1) 

• Media Studies External Exam not available 

• Fine Art (Subject code: 4FA1)  External Exam not available 

• Graphic Communication (Subject code: 4GC1) External Exam not available 

 

3. Non IGCSE Subjects (Compulsory) 

 

• Physical Education  

• Arabic Social Studies/ Citizenship 

• Islamic studies 
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Details of compulsory subjects (content and assessment) 

 

4. English Literature (4ET1) 

 

Students must complete Paper 1and  Paper 3(course work) 

Paper 1: Poetry and Modern Prose *Paper code 4ET1/01 

 Externally assessed 

 Availability: January and June 

 First assessment: June 2018 

60% of the total 

International GCSE raw 

marks 

Content summary 

 The poetry collection from Part 3 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English 

Anthology. 

 One modern prose text from the list of set texts (Refer Specification;page 8). 

 Develop skills to analyse unseen poetry. 

 Develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure and contextual factors can be used to    

    create meanings and effects. 

 Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response. 

 Develop comparison skills. 

Assessment 

 Section A – Unseen Poetry: one 20-mark essay question exploring the meaning and effects   

    created in an unseen poem. The poem will be reproduced in the question paper. 

 Section B – Anthology Poetry: one 30-mark essay question from a choice of two, comparing two   

    poems from Part 3 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology. 

 Section C – Modern Prose: one 40-mark essay question from a choice of two on each of the set   

    texts. 

 The total number of marks available is 90. 

 The assessment duration is 2 hours. 

 Closed book: texts are not allowed in the examination. However, students will be provided with   

    the anthology poems in the examination. 

 

Students must complete Paper 1 and Paper 3. 

 

Paper 3: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts *Paper code 4ET1/03 

 Internally assessed 

 Availability: January and June 

 First assessment: June 2018 

40% of the total 

International GCSE raw 

marks 

Content summary 

 one modern drama text from the list of set texts (Refer Specification;page 8) 

 one literary heritage text from the list of set texts (Refer Specification;page 8)** 

 develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure and contextual factors are used 

    to create meaning and effect 

 develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response 

Assessment 

 The assessment of this paper is through two coursework assignments, internally set and 

    assessed, and externally moderated by Pearson. 

 Assignment A – Modern Drama: one essay response to a teacher-devised assignment on 
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    the studied text 

 Assignment B – Literary Heritage Texts: one essay response to a teacher-devised 

    assignment on the studied text 

 The total number of marks available is 60 (30 marks for each assignment). 

 

 

  



6 
 

5. English Language A (4EA1) 

Students must complete Paper 1 and  Paper 2. 

Paper 1: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing *Paper code 4EA1/01 

 Externally assessed 

 Availability: January and June 

 First assessment: June 2018 

60% of the total 

International GCSE raw 

marks 

Content summary 

 the contemporary non-fiction texts from Part 1 of the Pearson Edexcel International 

   GCSE English Anthology. 

 develop skills to analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects. 

 explore links and connections between writers’ ideas and perspectives. 

 develop transactional writing skills for a variety of purposes and audiences 

 use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately. 

Assessment 

 Section A: Reading - a mixture of short- and long-answer questions related to a nonfiction 

    text from the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology and one previously unseen      

    extract. Total of 45 marks. 

 Section B: Transactional Writing - one 45-mark writing task, from a choice of two 

    involving a given audience, form or purpose. 

 The total number of marks available is 90. 

 The assessment duration is 2 hours 15 minutes. 

 Students will be provided with the anthology text in the examination. 

 

Students must complete Paper 1 and Paper 2. 

Paper 2: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing *Paper code 4EA1/02 

 Externally assessed 

 Availability: January and June 

 First assessment: June 2018 

40% of the total 

International GCSE raw 

marks 

Content summary 

 the poetry and prose texts from Part 2 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE 

   English Anthology 

 develop skills to analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects 

 develop imaginative writing skills to engage the reader 

 use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately. 

Assessment 

 Section A: Reading: one 30-mark essay question on a poetry or prose text from the 

    Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology. 

 Section B: Imaginative Writing - one 30-mark imaginative writing task from a choice of three. 

 The total number of marks available is 60. 

 The assessment duration is 1 hour and 30 minutes. 

 Students will be provided with the anthology text in the examination. 
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6.English Language (Specification B) (4EB1) 
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7. Science (Double Award) (4SD0) 

International GCSE in Science (Double Award) comprises three externally-assessed  

 

papers: 

 

• Biology Paper 1 

• Chemistry Paper 1 

• Physics Paper 1. 
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  8. Mathematics (Specification A) (4MA1) 
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9. Information and Communication Technology (ICT) (4 IT1) (External Exam not available) 
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10. Arabic (First Language)(4AA1) 

 

• There are two externally assessed papers, Paper 1 and Paper 2 

• The highest grade which can be awarded is 9 and the lowest grade is 1. 
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Details of Optional subjects (content and assessment) 

11. History (Subject code: 4HI1)  

• There are two externally assessed papers.  

• The highest grade which can be awarded is 9 and the lowest grade is1. 
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12. Geography (4GE1) 
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13. Global Citizenship (Subject code: 4GL1) 
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14. Business Studies (4BS1) 
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15 French: (4FR1)  
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16. Media Studies 

Media language 

• Forms of media language and writing  

• Choice of media language 

• Theories of narrative 

• Technology and media products 

• Codes and conventions 

Media representations 

• Re-presentation 

• Theoretical perspectives on gender 

• Choice of media producers 

• Representation of reality 

• Stereotypes 

• Misrepresentation 

• Viewpoints 

• Social, cultural and political significance 

Media industries 

• The nature of media production 

• Production processes 

• Ownership 

• Funding models 

• Digital technologies 

Media audiences 

• Theoretical perspectives on audiences 

• Range of audiences 

• Categorisation 

• Media technologies 

• Media practices 

• Audience responses 

 

Assessment information:  

 

Section A will focus on Media Language and Media Representations. 

 Questions in this section can test any two of the following forms: • magazines  

• advertising and marketing  

• newspapers 

 • online, social and participatory media and video games.  

 

Section B will focus on Media Industries and Media Audiences. Questions in this section can test any two 

of the following forms: • radio  

• music video  

• newspapers  

• online, social and participatory media and video games  

• film (industries only). 

 

Section C will focus on the portfolio and the final project- the newspaper 

 

Students are required to study media products from all of the following media forms:  

•television  

• film  
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• radio  

• newspapers  

• magazines  

• advertising and marketing  

• online, social and participatory media  

• video games  

• music video  

 

In addition to the broad coverage of all nine media forms, students must engage in the in depth study of at 

least one audio-visual, one print and one online, social and participatory media form. Each in depth study 

will link the specified media form to all four areas of the theoretical framework. 

 

NOTE: This is where they will then have to produce a school newsletter or newspaper as part of their final 

grade.  
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17. Fine Art / Graphic Communication (Subject code: 4FA1/4GC1)  (External Exam not available) 
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18. International GCSE 9-1 grading scale 

Edexcel have taken the decision to introduce the 9-1 grading scale for the updated suite of  Edexcel 

International GCSEs. This is to give the very highest performers the opportunity to achieve a grade 9, 

rewarding outstanding academic achievement. Grade 9 represents a higher level of attainment than the 

current A* grade. 

 

 

                             
 

 

 

  



27 
 

19. Summary of Courses offered 

 

INTERNATIONAL GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION (IGCSE) 

Courses offered (Grade 9 &10), 2023-2025 

                       IGCSE Compulsory subjects     

 Subject Subject code 

 

English  A Literature (paper 1 & coursework) & 

English Language A (papers 1&2) 

 

OR  

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SPECIFICATION B-English 

Language Specification B (Paper 1 ) 

 

4ET1  

 

 

 

 

 

4EB1 

 

Mathematics A (Foundation Tier)  

 

OR   

 

Mathematics A (Higher Tier) 

 

 

 

4MA1 

 
Science Double Award 

(Physics, Chemistry &Biology) 

4SD0 

 Arabic First Language 4AA1 

 
Information Communication Technology(ICT)  

(External Exam not available) 

4IT1 

              IGCSE Optional Subjects: (Any one from Option A) 

 History 4HI1 

 Geography 4GE1 

 
Global Citizenship  4GL1 

IGCSE Optional Subjects: (Any one from Option B) 

 Business Studies 4BS1 

 French 4FR1 

 Media Studies (External Exam not available)  

 Graphic Communication (External Exam not available) 4GC1 

 Fine Art (External Exam not available) 4FA1 

Non IGCSE Compulsory subjects:  

 Physical education  

 Arabic Social Studies/Citizenship  

 Islamic Studies  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

 
 

• International GCSE is a 2-year program.   

• The optional courses are given on a first-come first-served basis. All forms shall be date & time stamped. If the 

form is submitted on time, you will have a chance of being enrolled in the first choice.  

• Please choose the optional subjects wisely 

• If a student wishes to take a full I.B diploma later in grade 11, she must study English language A & Literature 

in grade 9 & 10 

• The criteria for enrolling into English language A & Literature in grade 9 is to have at least a 76% and above 

grade in the final exam result in English in grade 8 

• If a student chooses English language B in grade 9, she has to opt for English language B in I.B (grade 11) 

and therefore, cannot be a full diploma candidate 

• Similarly, the criteria for enrolling into Mathematics A (Higher Tier) in grade 9 is to have at least an 80% grade 

in the final school exam in Mathematics (grade 8) 

• Please submit your form on or before Sunday 19 March 2023 to the IGCSE Coordinator (Ms. Mariyam Gulshan) in 

the respective “teams” group 

• Option interviews are held with students after the submission of forms by Ms. Dalal al Hamar  

• A minimum of five students are required for running a course. 

• Changes to subject choices will only be permitted for first month using the “subject change” form (available with 

Miss Dalal al Hamar). if the class size is full, a student shall only be allowed to change her optional subject by 

swapping it with a student who wishes to quit the optional subject at the first place. 

  



29 
 

20. SHGS International GCSE result analysis 2022 
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Shaikha Hessa Girls School, Bahrain 
P.O.Box: 37799 
Riffa, Bahrain 

Tel: +973 17756111 
Fax: +973 17750700 

Email: mariyam.gulshan@shgs.edu.bh 
Web: www.shgs.edu.bh 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


